Keys to strengthening the supply of routinely recommended vaccines: view from industry.
The vaccine enterprise in the United States is a remarkable success story that has resulted in freedom from disease for millions of children. Although some persons believe that this success is in danger because of recent vaccine shortages, the reality is otherwise. The existing system fundamentally works and should be strengthened and stabilized, to improve delivery of current vaccines and to establish a firm structure into which a new generation of vaccines can be integrated. Ten practical actions to strengthen supplies of vaccine and ensure the stability of these supplies were presented to the National Vaccine Advisory Committee in February 2002. The present article has been updated to include progress made since that time. By building on what is already in place and on what we know works, we can continue to ensure success for years to come.